ARTICLE 28
Part A

AMHERST  Massachucetis

TOWN HALL TOWN CLERK
4 BOLTWOOD AVENUE (413} 259-3035
AMEERST, MA 01002-2301 Email: towndlerk@amherstma.gov

Form 2 — Submission 3
FINAL VERSION OF BYLAW

2.04

Special Districts
ED Educational

ED zoning allows any use of land and buildings which may legally be carried on by, or under the auspices
of, the college or university which owns or manages the property. It is intended that the Educational
District only inciude land which is owned or managed by Amherst College, Hampshire College, or the
University of Massachusetts.

DR Design Review

The DR District is an overlay district intended to include the General Business (B-G) District, and the
abutting Limited Business (B-L) districts. The purpose of the DR District is to support the success and
vitality of Amherst’s Town Center by assuring that the historic character, aesthetic character, and
functional quality of the design of Town Center buildings and sites are protected and enhanced. The DR
District corresponds to those areas where the exterior design of new development or alterations requiring
permits is subject to review by the Design Review Board.

TCDR Town Commdn Design Review

The TCDR District is an overlay district intended to include the Amherst Town Common and sites within
150 feet of the Common greenspace, as measured from the outside edges of the curbs bordering the three
sections of the Common, parking lots and interior roadways inclusive. The purpose of the TCDR District
is to protect and enhance of the design of the historic Town Common and that of the surrounding buildings
and landscapes. The TCDR District corresponds to those areas where the exterior design of new
development or alteration on or within the vicinity of the Town Common is subject to review by the Design
Review Board.
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SECTION 3.2 SPECIAL DISTRICTS

320  Design Review Districts

3.200

3.201

General

The Design Review District (DR) and Town Common Design Review District (TCDR) are .
overlay districts and shall be superimposed on other districts established by this Bytaw.
Restrictions and prohibitions of fand use in the underlying district shall remain in full force, and
shall not be medified by the conditions of the DR or TCDR Districts unless supersedad by the
restrictions and prohibitions of said districts.

3.2000 Establishment of Districts

The Design Review District (DR} and Town Common Design Review District
(TCDR) shall consist of the geographic areas shown for these districts on the Official
Zoning Map.

3.2001 Purpose

The purpose of this section and these districts is to preserve and enhance the Town's
culturat, economic and historical resources by providing for a detailed review of all
changes in [and use, the appearance of structures and the appearance of sites which
may affect these resources. The review procedures are intended to:

1} Enhance the social and economic viability of the Town by preserving property
- values and promoting the atiractiveness of the Town as a place to live, visit and
shop; .

2) Encourage the conservation of buildings and groups of buildings that have
aesthetic or historic significance;

3) Prevent alterations that are incompatible with the existing environmient or that
are of inferior quality or appearance; and

4) Encourage flexibility and variety in future development.
Design Review Board

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 40A of the Massachusetts General Laws, a Design
Review Board is hereby established. The Design Review Board shalt review applications for all
actions that are subject to the provisions of this section and shall make recommendations to the
appropriate permit-granting authority concerning the conformance of the proposed action to the
design review standards contained herein.
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The Design Review Board shali consist of five members, two of whom are registered architects,
landscape architects or persons with equivalent professional fraining, and one of whom operates a
business or owns commercial property in the affected area. Appointments to the Design Review
Board shall be made by the Select Board. Of the five Design Review Board members, one
member shall represent the Planning Board and one member shall represent the Historical
Commission. The Planning Board and Historical Commission shall vote to recommend their
representatives and forward those recommendations to the Select Board prior to appointment.
These two representative members need not be members of the Planning Board or Historical
Commission.

The terms of all members of the Design Review Board shall be three years, except that when the
Board is originatly established, the Select Board shall make two of their appointments for a two
year term and the remaining appointment shall be for a one year term.

Reviewable Actions

The following types of actions shall be subject to review by the Design Review Board and shall
be subject to the design standards herein.

3.2020 Actions in the DR Districts

All new structures, alterations or additions to existing structures, changes in outdoor
land use or changes in site design which require a building permit, Site Plan
Review, Special Permit or Variance and which affect the exterior architectural
appearance of a building or site shall be subject to review by the Design Review
Board, provided that the action occurs within the General Business (B-G) District or
abutting Limited Business (B-L} zoning districts.

32021 Actions in the TCDR District

Any construction, alteration, demolition or removal that affects the exterior
architectural appearance of a building or site shall be subject to review by the
Design Review Board provided that the site is on or within 150 feet of the Amherst
Town Common, as measured from the outside edges of the curbs bordering the
three sections of the Common’s greenspace, parking lots and interior road ways
inclusive.

Exterior architectural appearance shall be defined as the architectural character and
general composition of the exterior of a building, including but not limited to the
kind, color and texture of building materials, including paint color, and the type,
design and character of all windows, doors, light fixtures, signs, awnings, utility and
ventilation structures and ali other appurtenant elements.

The appearance of a site shall be defined as the character, Jayout and generai
composition of the site, including but not limited to the kind, color and texture of
such materials as plantings, paving, benches, site lighting, free-standing signs,
utility structures and all other appurtenant elements.

32022 Actions by Town Government
Any construction, alteration, demolition or removal of a structure or site by the

Town of Amherst shall be subject to review by the Design Review Board. This
includes all actions throughout the Town of Amherst, except for routine
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maintenance of existing structures or sites. Any repair, renovation or rehabilitation
which will result in substantial alteration to the form or appearance of a structure or
site shall not be considered routine maintenance. Where the status of such an action
by the Town is in doubt, the department or agency responsible shall request a
determination from the Zoning Enforcement Officer prior to beginning work.
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